
DispatchMotor Carrier

The Motor Carrier Division Newsletter

Information

for the

Industry

Texas Department
of Motor Vehicles

Fall/Winter 2013, Volume 17, No. 2

From the Director 2
Rail crossing incidents up? 3
UCR up for annual renewal 4 
Credentialing URLs changed 4 
OS/OW Working Group 5 
WASHTO COHT meets  6
Three new permit types 7
New IRP audit process 8
TxIRP application upgraded 9
Motor Carrier stats 10
Permit growth rate drops 11
CVISN to tackle bridge hits 12
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The 83rd Texas Legislature created stiffer 
penalties for oversize/overweight (OS/

OW) violations effective Sept. 1.

Oversize/overweight enforcement provisions 
in House Bill 2741 (HB 2741) lay out a 
substantial increase in fines for on-the-road 
violations, enforced by Texas Department of 
Public Safety (TxDPS) highway troopers and 
other police agencies.

Before HB 2741 took effect, fines for a 
vehicle with a single, tandem axle or gross 
weight exceeding 10,000 pounds heavier 
than legal ranged from $500 to $1,000 on 
first offense and double that for subsequent 
offenses within a year. 

Now – under HB 2741 – a first offense for 
axle weight violations is on a sliding scale:

• $100 to $500 for up to 2,500 pounds over;
• $500 to $1,000 for 2,501 to 5,000 pounds 

overweight; and
• $1,000 to $2,500 for 5,001 pounds too 

heavy and heavier. 

Gross weight violations also slide on a scale:
• $100 to $500 for 1 to 2,500 pounds 

overweight;
• $500 to $1,000 for 2,501 to 5,000 pounds;
• $1,000 to $2,500 for 5,001 to 10,000 

pounds overweight;
• $2,500 to $5,000 for 10,001 to 20,000 

pounds overweight;
• $5,000 to $7,000 for 20,001 to 40,000 

pounds overweight; and
• $7,000 to $10,000 for more than 40,000 

pounds overweight.

Fines double for third and subsequent 
offenses within a year for all of the above 
violations.

In addition, if the load is not permitted, but 
could have been authorized by an available 
permit, or the cargo is divisible and exceeds 
84,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, additional 
fines of $500 to $1,000 can be levied for 

the same offense, or $2,500 to $5,000 for all 
second and subsequent offenses. 

Although all of the above violations are 
enforced by TxDPS troopers, citations can 
trigger an administrative audit of a motor 
carrier by the TxDMV’s Enforcement 
Division.

Carriers should inform customers that 
under Transportation Code §623.274 the 
shipper should provide a Certificate of Weight 
prior to the carrier seeking an overweight 
permit. Form 2280 Shipper’s Certificate of 
Weight is available on the TxDMV website 
at: http://TxDMV.gov/forms-carriers/doc_
download/861-2280-shipper-s-certificate-of-
weight

Although the TxDMV does not enforce OS/
OW penalties, the agency’s Executive Director 
Whitney Brewster sent out a letter dated Oct. 
7 to motor carriers to raise awareness about 
the higher fines. (See related story, Page 5)

Fines raised for on-the-road weight violations

Texas to get comprehensive
Freight Mobility Plan in 2014
By next fall Texas will have a comprehensive 

Freight Mobility Plan if all goes according to 
schedule.

TxDMV’s Motor Carrier Division is part of a 
working group that is creating the plan. Goals 
include to:

• Develop the first comprehensive and 
multimodal Texas Freight Mobility Plan

• Enhance freight mobility and improve 
the state’s economic competitiveness by 
providing efficient, reliable and safe freight 
transportation while maintaining the 
quality of life in the state’s communities

• Define policies and investments that will 
enhance Texas’ freight transportation 

system into the future
• Establish a framework for Texas’ 

comprehensive freight planning program 
and decision making

For more information, go to the Texas Freight 
Advisory Committee’s web site at www.
MoveTexasFreight.com and follow the “Texas 
Freight Mobility Plan” link.

 To submit comments about what the new 
plan should include, click the “Contact Us” 
link at the top of the page and fill out the form. 
You can also find out about future meetings by 
following the “Meetings & Events” link.

http://txdmv.gov/forms-carriers/doc_download/861-2280-shipper-s-certificate-of-weight
http://txdmv.gov/forms-carriers/doc_download/861-2280-shipper-s-certificate-of-weight
http://txdmv.gov/forms-carriers/doc_download/861-2280-shipper-s-certificate-of-weight
http://www.movetexasfreight.com/
http://www.movetexasfreight.com/


When you apply for an apportioned registration, operating 
authority or a size/weight permit from the TxDMV’s 

Motor Carrier Division you don’t see all the parts moving behind 
the scenes. The processes are usually seamless for customers 
because of some amazing people who shouldn’t be taken for 
granted.

After a bit more than a year leading the team that handles motor 
carrier services and issues for Texas, I am more impressed than 
ever at the caliber of people around me. I started a year ago Oct. 1 
as director of MCD. The learning curve is steep for a newcomer, 
but I am supported by good, dedicated people who really know 
their stuff and who make my job easier.

The legislature during its 2013 session created three new size/
weight permits (Related story, Page 7). MCD worked hard to 
respond to legislative questions during the session, but 
for MCD the work really started after lawmakers 
adjourned. Our staff had to set up the Texas Permitting 
and Routing Optimization System to issue the new 
permits, create forms and write rules and procedures. 
The Timber and Ready-Mixed Concrete Truck permits 
launched Nov. 1, two months ahead of the projected 
Jan. 1 date when we thought we could have them ready 
to go.

A third permit, to deliver divisible loads of 
emergency relief supplies in response to a 
disaster, requires some additional work, but 
should be ready to go early next year.

The legislature also raised fines for on-
the-road violations (Related story, Page 1). 
Policing highway violations is not our job 
here at the TxDMV. That responsibility 
belongs to the Texas Department of Public Safety’s 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Service and to other law 
enforcement agencies across Texas.

However, to get the word out to motor carriers, we created the 
“Oversize/Overweight Permit Working Group” (Related story, 
Page 5) to bring together state agencies, courts that handle 
size and weight citations, motor carrier operators and trade 
associations. This working group will tackle other issues in the 
future, but for starters we wanted to make sure that carriers would 
not be blindsided by the stiffer fines. TxDMV Executive Director 
Whitney Brewster sent a notice to carriers in October about the 
changes. The working group will examine later whether the new 
penalties increase compliance as the legislature intended.

Another working group created by our sister agency, the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT), is writing a “Freight 

Mobility Plan” for the state (Related story, Page 1). Measured by 
weight, 62 percent of all freight that moves in Texas moves by 
truck and all freight moves “the last mile” by truck. But the plan 
will also cover rail, air, ports and other shipping modes.

Expect the plan to recommend freight corridors and design 
elements for roadways, intersections, bridges and overpasses on 
the state highway system that can create obstacles for trucks and 
oversize loads if not built to carry those types of vehicles. TxDOT 
has included the TxDMV on its Freight Mobility working group 
and the plan should be ready to read by fall of 2014.

MCD is also involved in another planning effort for the 
Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks, or 
“CVISN.” It’s hard to comprehend the scope of CVISN (Related 
story, Page 12) because it is an umbrella for many functions. 

MCD has a new CVISN coordinator, Grady Meyer, who 
has thrown himself into learning the program and 

pushing forward with its goals. CVISN is a collection 
of information systems, communication networks 
and Intelligent Transportation Systems designed to 
make commercial vehicle operations safer and more 

efficient. That’s a mouthful, but in practical terms 
CVISN should someday speed up your trip by allowing 

you to avoid stops to get weighed or for a safety 
inspection.

Participation in the Western Association 
of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (WASHTO) is another behind 
the scenes effort handled by MCD staff. 
MCD’s Carol Davis just completed a 
four-year term as chair of WASHTO’s 
Committee on Highway Transport 
(COHT). This is the group that works 

to make it easier to transport a load between the 18 member 
states and that oversees the Western Regional Permit for moving 
oversize/overweight loads. MCD just helped to host the COHT 
meeting in San Antonio (Photos, Page 6).

Although the learning curve is steep, after a little more than a 
year, I’m as happy to be here as the first day I came on board. 
That’s a credit to the caliber of the staff who surround me. They 
meet every challenge and their ability to adapt to change seems to 
be endless. 

So the next time you register a vehicle, renew an operating 
authority or apply for a permit, remember that a professional 
and motivated staff keeps these day-to-day processes running 
smooth, while also managing change and planning for future 
improvements that promise new efficiencies for carriers.
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Good people keep the wheels turning
From the Director    Jimmy Archer
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Miscellaneous

By RICHARD GOLDSMITH
Motor Carrier Division

Drilling in the Permian Basin and the 
Eagle Ford Shale may have created a 

mini-boom in truck-train accidents at rural 
track crossings, according to railroad officials.

Clint Schelbitzki, Fort Worth-based director 
of public affairs for the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UP), said the problem is mostly cropping up 
where drilling activity has increased the use 
of track crossings not designed for heavy commercial 
vehicles.

From 2010 to 2013 UP’s 149 miles of track between 
San Antonio and Laredo parallel to I-35 experienced 66 
vehicle train collisions with 35 of those, or 53 percent, 
involving tractor-trailers.

“We want to get the word out to the trucking industry. 
If you get stuck on the tracks, call the railroad first. We 
need to get traffic stopped immediately,” Schelbitzki said.

Every crossing, no matter how remote, has a toll-free 
emergency number posted that reaches 
a rail dispatcher. A unique USDOT 
reference number – six digits followed 
by a letter – also is posted that lets the 
railroad know exactly what crossing 
you’re calling about.

“We’ll know exactly where you’re at. The dispatcher can 
stop a train in two minutes,” he said.

If you can’t find either of those numbers, call 911.

Buck Russel, manager of Public Safety for UP in 
San Antonio, said the railroad is raising awareness by 
reaching out to trucking companies and to the drilling 
industry. Re-engineering crossings is another solution. 
Russel said that when the railroad knows about future 
drilling activity it can upgrade a crossing in time to 
handle large vehicles.

In 2010, Russel said the UP started noticing an increase 
in accidents involving lowboy trailers stuck on crossings. 
“Large lowboys are the number one issue,” he said. That’s 
how we first became aware of the Eagle Ford Shale.”

David Ainsworth of Ainsworth Trucking in Robstown 
has joined Russel in making the safety pitch to motor 
carriers. Two of his employees came within inches 
of getting killed in May 2012 at a rural crossing near 
Encinal. Ainsworth now displays the wrecked truck-
tractor at safety events (photo above). A video of one of 
his safety talks is posted on www.AinsworthTrucking.
com by following the “Safety & Training” link at the top 
of the page.

“My goal is help educate not only the trucking industry, 
but all motorists that this type of accident can happen 
to anyone if it can happen to Ainsworth Trucking,” 
Ainsworth said.

If your truck gets stuck at a crossing with a train 
approaching, get out and away from your vehicle by 
quickly moving away from the crossing and towards 
the train to avoid flying debris. You don’t want to be 
“downstream” of a crash because the train will push the 
vehicle down the tracks and also could derail.

Any search on YouTube for “truck train wreck” shows 
the destruction that a moving, loaded train causes to a 
tractor-trailer. 

According to the Federal Railroad Administration’s 
(FRA) flyer “Railroad Crossing Safety Factsheet” about 
2,000 people die in highway/rail grade crossings annually 
in the U.S.

Such accidents can happen anywhere roads and tracks 
cross, but Schelbitzki believes the incidents are on the 
increase in the oil patch because of the volume of trucks 
using crossings that were not designed to handle big 
trucks and because of drivers who are new to the area.

Stuck on the tracks?
Railroads want the 1st call

Ainsworth Trucking’s vehicle after a May 2012 accident  in which a 
train struck just in front of the front axle.

http://www.AinsworthTrucking.com
http://www.AinsworthTrucking.com


4

Credentialing

Time to renew your UCR for 2014

Users of the online Motor Carrier Credentialing System may have noticed that the URL has changed for that program and two 
related applications.

MCCS is now at: https://apps.TxDMV.gov/apps/MCCS/motorcarrier/

If you bookmarked the old address (https://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/mccs2/MCCS.asp) it’s time to change it.

The Complaint Management System (CMS) is now located at: https://apps.TxDMV.gov/apps/MCCS/cms/

The former address (https://apps.TxDMV.gov/apps/CMS_dmv/CMS.asp) is no longer active.

The “Truck Stop” page where you can look up whether a motor carrier is registered in Texas is now at: https://apps.TxDMV.gov/
apps/MCCS/Truckstop/ 

The Truck Page formerly had two URL addresses that took you to the same page, either “http://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/MCCS/
MCCS_frame_search_collector.htm” or “http://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/MCCS/MCCS_frame_inquiry_introduction.asp”

Those applications were created when motor carrier functions were under the Texas Department of Transportation and needed to 
be changed now that the TxDMV is the responsible agency.

Credentialing online apps get TxDMV branded URLs

Motor Carrier Division

PO Box 12984

Austin, Texas

78711-2984

It’s UCR
renewal time

• Leasing Companies

• Brokers      

Go to www.TxDMV.gov/UCR to register

Registration starts Oct. 1, 2013

Enforcement starts Jan. 1, 2014

• Freight Forwarders

• Interstate Motor Carriers

(Private & For-Hire)

2014

ABC Trucking

1234 Any Street

Texasville, Tx

70000

Pay by mail or fax...
To pay by check or money order, send your payment with a completed application to:Texas Department of Motor VehiclesMotor Carrier Division

PO Box 12984
Austin, TX 78711-2984

Be sure to include your USDOT number on the front of checks or money orders.
To pay by credit card, mail a completed application to the address above or fax it to: (512) 465-3521.

Need Help?      Call 1.800.299.1700, Option 2, to talk to a specialist.

Online...

You can 
register 

and pay online for 
your Unified Carrier 
Registration 
(UCR). Click 
the link 
“register online” 
and follow 
instructions.

 By mail or fax...

Click the link 
“download the 

UCR packet” and follow 
instructions.

If you operated as an interstate carrier in 2013 and/or 2012 and did not register, you must register for those years now.

www.TxDMV.gov/UCR
Register and pay online, or download forms to mail or fax

Unified Carrier Registration (UCR) is in progress for 
the 2014 calendar year for companies that operate a 

truck in interstate or international commerce.

The federal UCR program requires individuals and 
companies that operate commercial motor vehicles in 
interstate or international commerce to register their 
business and pay an annual fee based on the size of their 
fleet. Companies operating solely as brokers, freight 
forwarders or leasing companies also must register.

You can register by fax or mail, but online 
registration is faster on the national UCR system 
hosted by the Indiana Department of Revenue at: 
http://www.UCR.in.gov. All the information you 
need is found at www.TxDMV.gov/UCR, including a 
link to the national UCR registration site.

You must have a valid USDOT number to get a UCR.

If you operated in 2012 and/or 2013 and did not 
register, you also must back register for those years. 
You can check to see if you have registered on the Indiana UCR 
website where three years of data is retained.

All UCR registrations expire on Dec. 31 annually and 
roadside enforcement for the current year begins Jan. 1. You 
are not required to carry proof of payment in the cab, but it is 
recommended that you do so as sufficient proof of compliance.

UCR fees are determined by the number of vehicles – excluding 
trailers – last reported by a carrier to the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration.

For UCR purposes, a commercial vehicle is a self-

propelled vehicle used on the highways in commerce, principally 
to transport passengers or cargo if the vehicle:

• has either a gross weight rating or gross weight of 10,001 
pounds or more;

• is designed to transport more than 10 passengers, including 
the driver; or

• is used to transport hazardous materials in a quantity great 
enough to require placarding.

Carriers with an active UCR account should have received an 
email, a postcard, or both in October or early November as a 
reminder about renewing for 2014. 

https://apps.txdmv.gov/apps/mccs/motorcarrier/
https://apps.txdmv.gov/apps/mccs/cms/
https://apps.txdmv.gov/apps/cms_dmv/CMS.asp
https://apps.txdmv.gov/apps/mccs/truckstop/
https://apps.txdmv.gov/apps/mccs/truckstop/
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OS/OW Permits

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TxDMV) formed 
an “Oversize/Overweight Permits Working Group” to tackle 

issues related to the industry, starting with new, higher penalties 
for weight violations.

The Working Group first met Aug. 29th at TxDMV headquarters 
in Austin with about 50 stakeholders attending and representing 
the TxDMV, the Texas Department of Transportation, the 
Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS), the Texas House 
and Senate, county sheriffs, the county court system and its 
training staff, the Texas Trucking Association, the UT Center for 
Transportation Research, several motor carrier operators and 
representatives from 10 trade groups associated with shippers 
and motor carriers. Jimmy Archer, director of TxDMV’s Motor 
Carrier Division, chairs the working group.

The Aug. 29th meeting focused on the provisions of House Bill 
2741 that raise penalties for weight violations by motor carriers. 
(Related story, Page 1)

The working group discussed the difficulty for motor carriers 
to determine the weight of a cargo in locations where no scale 

is available. In those cases carriers rely on information provided 
by a shipper, especially loads picked up from oil and gas drilling 
sites. The need for shippers to provide a Certificate of Weight for 
overweight cargos was also discussed as well as making shippers 
aware that “Form 2280 Shipper’s Certificate of Weight” is available 
on the TxDMV website.

As a result of the meeting, the TxDMV notified motor carriers 
and shippers as a courtesy about the new, higher weight violation 
penalties. That notice went out in October. 

Also as a result of the meeting, TxDMV and TxDPS will work 
together to identify shippers so that they can be educated about 
the need to provide carriers with a Certificate of Weight. Shippers 
can be audited and penalized administratively by the TxDMV’s 
Enforcement Division for shipping overweight cargos without 
a permit, for failure to provide a Certificate of Weight, or for 
providing incorrect weights on a Certificate of Weight or Bill of 
Lading.

The Oversize/Overweight Permits Working Group will meet 
again to tackle other issues.

OS/OW Permits 
Working Group

Forum created to air size/weight issues
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WASHTO 

WASHTO Committee on Highway 
Transport Fall 2013 San Antonio

The Western Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials’ Committee on Highway 
Transport (COHT) held its fall meeting on San Antonio’s 
Riverwalk (top right) with 12 of the 18 member states 
attending. Top left, Carol Davis receives a recognition 
award for her four years of service as COHT chair, 
which works to make it easier for motor carriers to 
move oversize/overweight loads between member states. 
The meeting included one-on-one meetings with state 
representatives (middle left), lively debate (above, middle 
right) and a transition to the new committee Chair Jim 
Wright of the Washington DOT and Vice-Chair Danny 
Wells of the Colorado DOT (bottom left, front row).

Photos by Richard Goldsmith
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OS/OW Permits

When a major disaster strikes, survivors depend on timely 
relief efforts. Thanks to House Bill 2741, the Texas 

Department of Motor Vehicles will soon have a new permit to help 
with delivery of critical supplies, the Emergency Relief Permit. 

The Emergency Relief Permit is federally authorized by The Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) transportation bill 
that became law in July 2012. MAP-21 authorizes states to issue a 
permit for overweight, divisible loads, consisting of emergency relief 
supplies, when the President declares an emergency or major disaster 
under the Stafford Act.

Texas has a permit available for overweight, divisible loads; 
however, the current permit does not allow for travel on the 
Interstate Highway System. Federal laws do not allow these types of 
loads to travel on the system. MAP-21 overrides these laws to help 
ensure timely delivery of emergency relief supplies by Emergency 
Relief Permit holders.  

The permit will allow vehicles to travel to and within the 
geographical area covered by the President’s emergency declaration. 
Vehicles moving with this permit must be delivering relief supplies, 
such as medicine, medical equipment, food supplies (including for 
livestock), water, and materials for building temporary structures. In 
October 2012, movement under MAP-21 was expanded to allow for 
debris (trees, tree limbs, other woody materials, sand, mud, rocks, 
etc.) removal from roadways, staging areas, or temporary structure 
locations. Vehicles and loads moving with this permit may not 
exceed legal size limits but may weigh up to 160,000 pounds gross.

In Texas, there will not be a fee for this permit. Carriers moving 
outside of Texas will need to contact each state they will travel 
through for individual state permits. The permit expires 120 days 
from the date of the President’s declaration. The Emergency Relief 
Permit will be available after rules are approved by the TxDMV 
board. 

New permit types are now available for the 
Texas timber industry and for ready-mixed 

concrete trucks.

The Annual Timber Permit and Annual Ready-
Mixed Concrete Truck Permit became available to 
customers on Nov. 1.  Both resulted from House Bill 
2741.

The Annual 
Timber 
Permit is for 
trucks hauling 
overweight, 
divisible 
commodities 
of unrefined 

timber, wood chips and woody biomass. The permit 
allows the vehicles to have up to 44,000 pounds on a 
tandem axle provided the gross weight of the vehicle 
does not exceed 84,000 pounds. The permit is only 
available for movement in Texas timber harvest 
counties identified in the most recent Texas A&M 
Forest Service’s Harvest Trends Report. The permit 
fee is $1,500. 

The Annual Ready-Mixed Concrete Truck Permit 
is for trucks operating on three axles. Without a 

permit, these trucks 
may operate with up 
to 46,000 pounds on 
a tandem axle group 
and 23,000 pounds 
on a single axle; gross 
weight cannot exceed 

69,000 pounds. The new permit allows the vehicles to 
exceed the allowable tandem and single axle weights 
by up to 10 percent provided the gross weight does 
not exceed 69,000 pounds. The permit fee is $1,000. 

Both new permits require the permitted vehicle 
to display a windshield sticker that is mailed to the 
customer upon issuance of the permit. 

Legislature creates three new permit types

Stories by Kristy Schultz
For more about these permits, visit www.TxDMV.gov

Timber, Ready-Mixed Concrete 
get annual weight tolerance

TxDMV to offer carriers
Emergency Relief Permit

http://www.TxDMV.gov
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By WENDY KOVACH
Motor Carrier Division

New International Registration Plan (IRP) audit 
procedures became effective on July 1 that standardize 

the process and allow refunds to motor carriers for fee 
overpayments.

Now all participating jusrisdictions will follow a common 
standard for audits that streamlines the process for audited 
carriers.

Texas – along with the 47 other contiguous states and the 
Canadian provinces – participates in the Plan. IRP is an 
agreement between states and provinces to collect interstate 
commercial motor carrier registration fees.  Instead of 
registering and licensing in each member jurisdiction where 
they travel, a carrier pays the fees to the base jurisdiction. The 
fees are based on the distance traveled in each jurisdiction and 
distributed to other jurisdictions by the base state or province. 
This “apportioned registration” is faster and cheaper for 
carriers.

Under the IRP agreement, each jurisdiction must audit the 
records of 3 percent of its annual registrants. The purpose of 
the audits is to:

• Verify the distances reported in a registrant’s application;
• Verify the percentage of distance traveled in each 

jurisdiction; and
• Evaluate the accuracy of the registrant’s distance-

accounting system.

For this calendar year, about 430 audits will be conducted.

In 2008, the IRP’s Board of Directors commissioned a study 

of the audit process that concluded that each jurisdiction 
had different audit procedures and that the 3-percent audit 
requirement was excessive. The study also concluded that 
registrant non-compliance is high. As a result, the audit 
procedures were revised, adopted in 2011, and became effective 
for audits concluding after July 1, 2013.

One of the changes in the audit process is the result of 
technological advances. A registrant may now provide 
electronic records from vehicle-tracking systems, including 
GPS. Another change in the audit procedures is assessments. 
If a registrant’s records are inadequate or if they do not 
produce records within 30 days of the written request, a full-
fee assessment will no longer be required. Instead, for the first 
violation, 20 percent of the original fees are assessed. For a 
second violation, 50 percent are assessed. On a third violation, 
the full fee assessment will be required.

In addition, jurisdictions may now substitute three record 
reviews for one audit. Record reviews are less extensive, as they 
focus only on the internal controls and record-keeping system 
and do not result in any fee assessments. For jurisdictions, 
this change results in less work – record reviews take less time 
than audits and can now account for up to 25 percent of a 
jurisdiction’s audit requirement.

Another change in the audit procedures is that registrants 
are required to produce monthly and quarterly summaries on 
request. A positive change for the industry is that jurisdictions 
are no longer allowed to deny credits for the overpayment of 
fees. As a result, more refunds than usual are to be expected 
this year.

New IRP Audit process introduced

International Registration Plan



By GAYLE WILLIAMS
Motor Carrier Division

MCD added new features to the Texas International 
Registration Plan (TxIRP) system to enhance the 

customer experience.

By increasing the number of business transactions that 
can be completed online, and automating as many of these 
as possible, MCD hopes to continue leading interstate 
commerce into the digital age.

The TxIRP system assists with fleet management 
by collecting vehicle, distance, and weight 
information and the ability to print registration 
credentials. It also provides one-stop processing of 
commercial motor vehicle registration, payment, and license 
plate orders.

MCD is piloting a program to improve the registration process 
for apportioned motor carrier customers by expediting the county 
titling processes. In the past, a commercial motor carrier applying 
for title by mail would not receive the title for up to six to eight 
weeks. The new enhancements speed up this process by allowing 
a registrant to apply for title directly through the Motor Carrier 
Division’s Commercial Fleet Services, allowing the registrant to 
obtain registration much quicker than before.

In the past, apportioned trucks received one plate, affixed to the 
front of the vehicle. This left smaller trucks vulnerable to citations 
from law enforcement officers who are not fully educated about 

the International Registration Plan and state rules and regulations, 
which require only one plate. However, to prevent unnecessary 
traffic citations, MCD has started issuing double plates through 
the TxIRP system for apportioned trucks and buses.

Customers now have the ability to import vehicle data in 
batches from an Excel spreadsheet into TxIRP. Before, 

customers had to manually enter each new vehicle into the 
system.

Additionally, companies with blanket fleet 
insurance can now upload the insurance 
information into the system. If the company 
adds a vehicle, the system automatically 

recognizes the insurance information. This 
means customers no longer need to provide proof 

of financial responsibility to the department each 
time a vehicle is added to the account. Proof of financial 

responsibility remains with the fleet as long as the insurance 
policy is active.

For questions regarding the TxIRP system improvements, 
customers can call 512-374-5250, option 6, toll-free at 888-368-
4689, or email mcd_txirp@txdmv.gov. 

TxIRP is a program for licensing commercial vehicles engaged 
in interstate commerce, also known as apportioned registration. 
Apportioned registration lets motor carriers obtain registration 
credentials through one jurisdiction, giving the registrant the 
freedom of interstate commerce in multiple states.
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Technology

TxIRP adds customer features
Upgrades include issuing double plates for apportioned trucks

mailto:mcd_txirp@txdmv.gov
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$274,450,188

$302,951,056 +10.4%

FY2012

FY2013

Motor Carrier Division Total Revenue, Fiscal 2012-2013.

Permit Fees Collected
FY09 $131,623
FY10 $135,585
FY11 $159,403
FY12 $176,709
FY13 $186,951

131,623 

135,585 

159,403 

176,709 

186,951 

FY09

FY10

FY11

FY12

FY13

Number of vehicles registered in TxIRP System, fiscal years 2009 through 2013.

Unified Carrier 
Registration (UCR) 
receipts and Intrastate 
Certificates issued by 
Fiscal Year, 2012-2013.

Intrastate UCR
FY12 7,282 25,354
FY13 6,984 26,649
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Oversize/Overweight Permits
Annual Volume

Fiscal 1995 – 2013 

Data compiled from Texas Permitting and Routing Optimization System (TxPROS). 
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Selected Fiscal 2013 measures of motor carrier activity
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The volume of oversize/overweight (OS/OW) permits 
reached another record level in Fiscal 2013, but the rate of 

increase leveled off from the steep climbs experienced during the 
previous two years.

Texas clocked 790,123 OS/OW permits for the year, up 6.6 
percent from Fiscal 2012.

While it set yet another record, the rate of increase was down 
dramatically. The number of permits jumped 18 percent between 
Fiscal 2010 and Fiscal 2011 followed by a whopping 25.4 percent 
leap in Fiscal 2012.

For the first three months of Fiscal 2013, it looked like another 
crazy double-digit leap was in the works. September 2012 jumped 
10.6 percent over September a year previous; October by 28.8 
percent; and November by 15 percent.

But the rest of the year settled into single digit increases with two 
months that dropped slightly compared to the same month a year 

earlier.

The 6.6 percent increase for the year is more in line with the 
steady growth the state historically experiences.

Several factors contributed to the double digit increases in 
activity during 2011 and 2012. The economy was recovering 
from the recession and a boom in oil and gas drilling related 
to hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling was taking hold 
in Texas. Those factors coincided with launch of the Texas 
Permitting and Routing Optimization System (TxPROS) that 
made it easier to get a size or weight permit and allows carriers 
to self-issue a permit 24/7. TxPROS reduced the incentive for 
carriers to risk running hot without a permit.

“A number of factors created a couple of crazy years statistically. 
But now, things have leveled off and we are back to a more 
normal growth rate for size and weight permits,” said Carol Davis, 
head of the TxDMV’s OS/OW Permit program.

Fiscal 2012 Fiscal 2013 Difference
Percent 

increase
Sept 56,747 62,785 6,038 10.6
Oct 55,878 71,975 16,097 28.8
Nov 55,069 63,375 8,306 15
Dec 53,082 55,794 2,712 5.1
Jan 59,971 64,888 4,917 8.2
Feb 60,225 62,008 1,783 3

March 65,756 68,306 2,550 3.9
April 62,615 70,834 8,219 13
May 68,643 69,501 858 1.25
June 67,852 65,395 -2,457 -3.6
July 65,121 65,867 746 1.15
Aug 70,120 69,395 -725 -1
Year 741,079 790,123 49,044 6.6

Oversize/Overweight Permits Issued
Monthly Comparisons for Fiscal 2012-2013

OS/OW permit growth drops to single digits
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By GRADY MEYER
Motor Carrier Division

Texas has Commercial Vehicle 
Information Systems and Networks 

(CVISN) program grant money to develop 
a bridge hit warning system, an idea in 
line with Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) safety goals.

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles’ 
(TxDMV) Motor Carrier Division (MCD) 
manages Texas’ multi-agency participation 
in the CVISN program.

MCD’s CVISN Program Coordinator 
participated Nov. 5-7 in the CVISN 
Deployment Workshop held by FMCSA in 
Arlington, VA, with the theme “Enhancing 
Safety Effectiveness and Efficiency 
Through the CVISN Program.”

The workshop allowed states to hear 
about FMCSA goals for safety and motor 
carrier efficiency and to talk about state 
programs meant to achieve those goals 
through CVISN. FMCSA emphasized two 
main concerns at the workshop:
• Getting Out of Service (OOS) carriers 

off the road, and
• Using technology to ensure the safety 

of commercial vehicles on the road.

The FMCSA wants states to work to get 
OOS carriers off the road. An FMCSA 
study found some states mistakenly issuing 
permits to OOS carriers. The FMCSA 

wants states to use the permitting process 
to verify that a carrier is not OOS before 
issuing a permit. Texas’ CVISN working 
group will talk about this at its next 
meeting.

For safety and efficiency improvements, 
FMCSA is open to new and creative ways 
to screen and inspect vehicles. Along this 
line, Texas has received a grant to develop 
and install a 24/7 advance bridge clearance 
warning system, part of its overall 2013 
grant of $1.97 million for the program.

Texas has about 51,000 bridges and 
overpasses, more than any other state. 
Oversize loads now hit one of those 
structures about 10 times a month. 
According to the Texas Department of 
Transportation, each incident costs an 
average $180,000 to repair and takes a 
bridge or overpass out of service for up to 
a year. Repair costs are easy to quantify, 
but not the cost to the public from 
inconvenience, detours, and congestion.

As Texas oil and gas drilling activity 
booms, it is feared that related truck traffic 
will multiply bridge hits. Reducing bridge 
hits saves money and improves safety.

An advance bridge clearance warning 
system can determine if a vehicle’s height 
will clear a bridge. An automated warning 
sign can then alert vehicles if they need to 
exit to avoid hitting a bridge or overpass.

Automated Vehicle Identification sensors 
added to an advanced bridge clearance 
warning system can collect the number 
and identity of vehicles that trigger the 
warning. Periodically, this data can be 
uploaded to CVISN and used by permit 
and enforcement agents to analyze the 
over-height vehicles approaching a 
particular bridge. Analysis of these counts 
will indicate whether oversize vehicle 
counts match the expected numbers based 
on issued permits as well as to ensure the 
vehicles were permitted for over-height 
loads.

Law enforcement can use the data to 
focus on potential problem areas. Texas 
will be able to identify specific vehicles 
and carriers that may be operating without 
proper permits or who are off their 
permitted route. That data then could be 
used to assist in the permit issuance/denial 
process.

CVISN plans for bridge-hit warnings
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